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About Virtus Eligibility Groups 
& Paralympic Classification 
Our Athletes Without Limits and Virtus events offer 
competition to athletes with intellectual impairment in three 
eligibility groups (Virtus II1, II2 and II3) across 10+ sports. 

Paralympics offers one class for athletes with intellectual 
impairment in three sports (called Class S14/SB14 in 
Swimming, Class 11 in Table Tennis and Class T20/F20 in 
Track & Field) open to athletes who meet the Virtus II1 
criteria below: 

• Virtus II1-Intellectual Disability (IQ 75 or lower, Significant
Adaptive Limitations, Onset before 18)
Virtus II1 athletes can also compete in Paralympic Swimming
S14, Table Tennis Class 11, or Track & Field T20/F20.

• Virtus II2-Intellectual Disability with Significant Additional
Impairment (Tri21 Down Syndrome)
Virtus II2 athletes can compete as II1 athletes in the
Paralympic class for intellectual impairment since they also
meet the II1 Criteria.
II2 athletes who are entering Paralympic events should
include their most recent IQ and Adaptive Behavior Tests
along with their Cytogenetic report and AAI Clearance Scan.

• Virtus II3-Autism with IQ 76 or higher
(Sometimes called 'High Functioning Autism')
Virtus II3 athletes are not eligible for Paralympics, which is 
only open to athletes with an IQ of 75 or lower. Our AWL 
and Virtus events welcome II3 athletes and advocate for 
their inclusion by other event hosts.

National vs. International Eligibility? 

Provisional National Level: 

• Developmental Level or Youth (15 and under) competing
at U.S. Paralympic and Move United sanctioned Swim or
Track & Field events.

• Note: Only athletes with in IQ of 75 or lower who can
provide Virtus II1 eligibility documentation are eligible for
Paralympics.

• US Rowing national events open to II1, II2 and II3 athletes.

Full International Level (Most Applicants): 

• Athletes who have qualified for Athletes Without Limits
National Teams competing at Virtus Global Games or World
Championships need International Level Eligibility.

• Athletes who are pursuing Paralympic Swimming, Table
Tennis or Track & Field and require IPC Classification.

• Golfers who are applying for a WR4GD Pass in Golf.

Application Checklist: 
1. Complete the 4-page Virtus Application.
2. Provide a digital headshot of the athlete.
3. Provide copy of Passport or State ID.
4. Provide Evidence of Disability
Include all the following below that apply: 
Please send full reports not partial pages.

All applicants should send the latest or most 
thorough psychological asssesment that includes 
IQ & Adaptive Behavior Results (e.g. WAIS, WISC, 
Vineland, ABAS, etc).

Latest school IEP can be helpful if it contains 
information relevant to the athlete's diagnosis of 
Intellectual Disability, Down Syndrome or Autism.

Athletes with Autism should include original ASD 
diagnostic reports/rating scales if available 
(ADOS, ASRS, Gilliam, etc.). 

Athletes with Down syndrome should provide 
Cytogenetic Blood Test confirming DS type 
(Trisomy21, Mosaic,Translocation etc). 

Athletes with Down syndrome should provide latest 
AAI x-ray scan report and Dr. signed statement of 
AAI clearance on page 3 of the application. 
Athletes with Down syndrome in sports with 
Paralympic opportunites (swimming, track & table 
tennis, golf) should include their most recent IQ and 
Adpative tests for dual eligibilty in Virtus II1 & II2.

5. Application fee (We’ll invoice you by email)
For most applicants the (one-time) Virtus Eligibility
Application fee is $175.

For youth age 15 and under applying for Move
United or Youth Para events the fee is $75.

How long does eligibility take? 
Our national review typically takes 1-4 weeks depending on 
the information provided as evidence. Priority is given to 
athletes who are registered for upcoming events.  

It can take an additional 5-12 weeks to have Virtus 
International confirm an athletes International Eligibility. 
Eligible athletes will be notified by email and added to: 
athleteswithoutlimits.org/eligibility/masterlist 

Where do I submit the application? 

Due to file size and security issues do not email your 
application. When you are ready, return to our  eligibility 
page to submit your signed PDF, Headshot, ID and 
Supporting Reports using our hipaa-friendly form:

https://www.athleteswithoutlimits.org/eligibility

A. APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS
(FOR US ATHLETES WITH INTELLECTUAL IMPAIRMENT)

http://athleteswithoutlimits.org/eligibility/masterlist
https://www.athleteswithoutlimits.org/eligibility


Upcoming Event:

TEAM:
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Virtus & Paralymic Sport Eligibility Application for Athletes with Intellectual Impairments

DOCTOR AAI RELEASE ONLY REQUIRED FOR ATHLETES WITH DOWN SYNDROME

+1

Please visit athleteswithoutlimits.org/contact for any questions.

Athletes Without Limits USA Virtus Eligibility Application Appendix: AAI PHYSICIAN RELEASE

Physicians can E-sign this release in our hipaa compliant online form!
https://www.athleteswithoutlimits.org/eligibility/aai-physician-form

This can be a previous scan the athlete already has in their records.

https://www.athleteswithoutlimits.org/eligibility/aai-physician-form
https://www.athleteswithoutlimits.org/contact
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